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Empire the contentment of millions of her subjects gives
reality to the message of "Peace and goodwill to men/5
and establishes Christianity as a practical principle of
Government, and as the basis for the widest toleration and
closest association in one common bond of interest for
people of different races and various creeds.

I am most anxious to thank the Duke of Argyll, Lord
Salisbury, and Lord Northbrook for having sanctioned the
publication of the following papers. Besides this, Lord
.Northbrook has entirely supplied the information which
has made their arrangement possible and intelligible. In
gratefully acknowledging his kindness it is impossible to
overrate the importance of the assistance which he has
so generously given towards carrying out the object
which has decided me to publish Lord Hob art's Minutes
and Letters upon the Salt Tax.

MARY CATHERINE HOBART,

1878.

IN a debate in the House of Commons on the 23rd of
January last, Lord George Hamilton moved for the appoint-
ment of a select committee to inquire into and report
upon the expediency of expenditure for " Public Works"
in India.

During the debate Mr. Fawcett, as well as other
speakers, alluded to the policy lately adopted by the
Finance Minister of India, in order to meet the exigencies
caused by the famine. Sir John Strachey proposes to
raise a Famine Fund, which is to be provided by additional
taxation: the object of this additional taxation is to raise a
million and a half sterling, and this with the result of
a rearrangement of the existing taxation is to produce